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SUBJECT: NAMIBIA: REGISTRATION OF VOTERS BEGINS 

SUMMARY: PAMPHLETS HAVE APPEARED IN NAMIBIA URGING NON- 
COOPERATION WITH THE VOTER REGISTRATION DRIVE THAT GOT 
UNDER WAY JUNE 26. SWAPO AND NNF HAVE MADE KNOW THEIR 
OPPOSITION TO THE REGISTRATION EFFORT BUT CANNOT OPENLY 
DISCOURAGE PARTICIPATION FOR FEAR OF PROSECUTION. END 
SUMMARY. 

1 . ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS FROM WINDHOEK, THE VOTER 
REGISTRATION CAMPAIGN IN NAMIBIA BEGAN YESTERDAY, JUNE 26, 
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AMID SIGNS OF RESISTANCE. 

BRIG. VICTOR VERSTER, DIVISIONAL COMMISSIONER OF POLICE 
IN SWA, SAID HIS OFFICE WAS INVESTIGATING THE DISTRI- 
BUTION OF PAMPHLETS URGING PEOPLE NOT TO REGISTER AS 
VOTERS. UNSIGNED PAMPHLETS AGAINST THE REGISTRATION 
CAMPAIGN WERE REPORTEDLY FOUND IN GROOTFONTEIN, 

TSUMEB AND WALVIS BAY. ACCORDING TO L.V. DE KOCK, 
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CHIEF REGISTRATION OFFICER, THE PAMPHLETS CALLED ON 
PEOPLE TO GO ON STRIKE UNTIL THE AG STOPPED HIS 
"ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES" AND THERE WAS A VEILED THREAT 
TO PEOPLE WHO REGISTERED AS VOTERS. 

2. IN TERMS OF THE AG'S PROCLAMATION PUTTING THE 
ELECTORAL PROCESS IN MOTION, PROVISION HAS BEEN MADE 
FOR FINES UP TO THREE THOUSAND RAND AND IMPRISONMENT 
OF UP TO THREE YEARS FOR ANYONE FOUND GUILTY OF 
DISCOURAGING OR INTIMIDATING PEOPLE NOT TO REGISTER. 
ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, LUCIA HAMUTENYA, SWAPO 
SECRETARY FOR LEGAL AFFAIRS, DENIED SWAPO WAS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE PAMPHLETEERING. SHE WAS QUOTED 
AS SAYING SWAPO REGARDED THE REGISTRATION OF VOTERS 
AS ILLEGAL AT THIS STAGE, BECAUSE THE WESTERN PEACE 
PLAN HAD NOT YET BEEN FINALIZED, BUT IT WAS UP TO 

THE VOTERS TO DECIDE WHETHER TO REGISTER OR NOT. 

3. SWAPO SOURCES IN WINDHOEK TOLD US THAT THE PARTY 
HAD HELD A RALLY ON SUNDAY (JUNE 25) IN WHICH THE 
PEOPLE WERE TOLD SWAPO WAS "BUSY NEGOTIATING" WITH 
THE WESTERN GOVERNMENTS AND COULD NOT PARTICIPATE IN 
ELECTORAL PROCEDURES UNTIL THERE IS UN PARTICIPATION. 

THE SOURCE INDICATED THAT THE PUBLIC UNDERSTOOD 

THIS WAS A CALL FOR A BOYCOTT OF THE REGISTRATION. THE 
NAMIBIA NATIONAL FRONT HAS PUBLICLY CALLED THE REGIS 
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TRATION "PREMATURE" BUT NNF OFFICIALS TELL US THAT THE 
PARTY CANNOT OPENLY DISCOURAGE REGISTRATION FOR FEAR OF 
PROSECUTION. 

4. IN AN INTERVIEW ON SABC RADIO JUNE 27, THE AG 
STRESSED THAT THE REGISTRATION PROCESS WAS NOT A 
UNILATERAL SOUTH AFRICAN MOVE BUT WAS CONSISTENT WITH THE 
WESTERN PROPOSAL. THE AG ADMITTED, HOWEVER, THAT SOME 
POLITICAL PARTIES IN THE TERRITORY WERE OPPOSED TO THE 
REGISTRATION. 

5. ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, DE KOCK SAID THE FLOW OF 
PEOPLE TO REGISTER AS VOTERS WAS "COMPLETELY SATISFACTORY" 
IN WINDHOEK ON THE FIRST DAY. STATISTICS FROM OUTLYING 
DISTRICTS WOULD BE AVAILABLE. HE SAID, DURING THE NEXT 

FEW DAYS. ON THE MORNING NEWS, THE SABC RADIO REPORTER 
IN WINDHOEK NOTED OPPOSITION TO THE REGISTRATION AND 
PREDICTED THAT THE TARGET FIGURE FOR TOTAL REGISTRATION 
WOULD HAVE TO BE "DRASTICALLY SCALED DOWN." 

6. ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, THE CAMPAIGN WILL BE 
CARRIED OUT BY ABOUT 400 REGISTRATION OFFICIALS AND 
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WILL LAST FOR ABOUT THREE MONTHS. THE OFFICIALS ARE 
DIVIDED INTO 150 MULTIRACIAL TEAMS. 

EDMONDSON 
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